Following a period of steady decline from the late 1960s through the mid to late 1970s, foreign language study overall in the United States has been rising for the past fifteen to twenty years. The recommendations of President Carter's Commission on Foreign Language and International Studies (Commission) and numerous subsequent education reports, which focused on political and economic considerations, as well as the restoration of college foreign language requirements (LaFleur, "Classical Languages" and "Foreign Language"; Brod and Huber, "MLA Survey"), were important factors in the renaissance of language study generally. Latin enrollments, for example, had dropped by nearly 80% in the public secondary schools between 1962 and 1976 and by nearly 40% in the colleges. But a heightened public awareness of the subject's benefits, including enhanced English language skills and broadened historical and multicultural perspectives, contributed much to the quickening resurgence seen over the past two decades, as did the development of new, more effective texts, classroom resources, and methodologies and concerted promotional efforts by the American Classical League (ACL) and other professional organizations (LaFleur, Teaching, "Enrollments," "Latin," Latin). This article summarizes and briefly analyzes the latest ACTFL and MLA surveys, as well as more recent reports published by ACL, the American Philological Association (APA), the College Board, and other professional groups. 1
Colleges and Universities
In its survey of fall 1998 college foreign language registrations (Brod and Welles) , the MLA reported an overall increase of 4.8% (from 1,138,772 to 1,193,830) , with Latin increasing by 1% (from 25,897 to 26,145; see table 1) and ancient Greek remaining stable (up by 0.8%, from 16,272 to 16,402) . Several commonly taught languages dropped, however--French by 3.1%, German by 7.5%, Japanese by 3.5%, and Russian by 3.8% (with 23,791 enrolled, Russian was surpassed by Latin for the second consecutive time since 1980 among the most commonly taught languages). Despite these declines, the 1998 total college foreign language enrollment figure is the highest ever recorded by the MLA since its surveys began in 1958. The largest percentage gains were in biblical Hebrew (up 61.1%, to 9,099), Korean (up 34%, to 4,479), and Arabic (up 23.9%, to 5,505).
Spanish showed the greatest gain in total numbers, up 8.3% to 656,590, further solidifying its position as the language most widely studied in college. American Sign Language rose by 165.3%, to 11,420.
Notably, of the 26,145 Latin registrations reported for 1998, 840 were in two-year colleges, up 92.2% from 437 in 1983. The status of classical studies in two-year institutions has been the focus of an APA committee for the past several years, and a useful survey of the growth of Latin instruction in community colleges appeared in Classical Outlook in 1994 (Searles; see also Pascal). Of the 25,305 Latin registrations in four-year institutions for 1998, 894 were graduate registrations (1,040 in 1995, 958 in 1990, 817 in 1986, 894 in 1983) and the remainder undergraduate. The 26,145 total Latin registrations represent 0.179% of the estimated total college and university population, down from 0.204% in 1990 (table 1) . Modern foreign languages, by contrast, increased as a percentage of the total college population, from 7.7% in 1995 to an estimated 7.9% in 1998 (Brod and Welles, table 3) . As a percentage of total college foreign language registrations, Latin has continued a slow decline from 3.1% in 1968, to 2.7% in 1980 , 2.5% in 1986 , 2.4% in 1990 , 2.3% in 1995 , and 2.2% in 1998 .
Total college Latin enrollment had seen its greatest gain in a generation during the late 1980s, rising 12.5% from 25,038 in 1986 to 28,178 in 1990; the 1995 and 1998 figures, though down somewhat, are still among the highest in the last thirty years. A previous analysis of classical language enrollments (LaFleur, "Enrollments" 121) had projected a potential negative effect from two sources, the recession of the early 1990s and the continued growth of the LCTLs (the "less commonly taught" languages). Both of these, it may be surmised, were significant factors in the loss of college Latin enrollments between 1990 and 1995. Enrollments in the category of "other" languages rose by 42% over these four years, and languages designated by the MLA as LCTLs tripled between 1968 , increasing 84% between 1986 . Many college and university classics departments lost faculty lines as a consequence of the recession during this same period of the early 1990s, as evidenced by, inter alia, the depressed job market for classics PhDs.
There is, however, some evidence of an upturn during the late 1990s. Membership in the APA (see table 2), which is one indicator, albeit imperfect, of growth in classical language teaching at the college level, after fluctuating in the 2,800-3,100 range between 1974 and 1994, rose to 3,378 in 1997 (a record high) and 3,276 in 1998. Moreover, the number of positions advertised through the APA's placement service rose about 20% between 1992 and 1999 (from the 120s to the 140s), and the number of jobs actually filled appears to have increased at an even higher rate (see Tompkins 18; Hubbard; Vaughan).
The Secondary Schools, Grades 9-12
According to the most recent ACTFL survey, published by Jamie Draper and June Hicks in 1996 (plans for the next survey have not yet been finalized), public secondary school Latin enrollments rose 15. 2% between 1990 and 1994, from 163,923 to 188,833 , the greatest percentage increase since the 1950s and the highest total number since 1970. For the first time since 1976, Latin had dropped between 1985 and 1990, the previous ACTFL reporting period, but that was in significant measure a product of the declining high school population; in fact, Latin has continued its steady growth as a percentage of the total public secondary school population from 1.1% in 1976 to 1.6% in 1994 (see table 1 ). Moreover, other data that in combination have proved to be fairly reliable indicators of Latin enrollment suggest further growth through the 1998-99 academic year (table 2) . Participation in the National Latin Exam has continued to rise, with the number of applications up more than 22% between 1994 and 1999, from 94,000 to 115,000, while between 1994 and 1999 the number of Advanced Placement Latin exam participants increased over 49%, from 3,768 to 5,624 (Howard) . Membership in the National Junior Classical League, an organization for high school Latin students, rose by 2% during the period 1994 to 1999, from 54,363 to 55,482, and the number of ACL members, predominantly secondary school Latin teachers, also grew slightly between 1994 and 1999, from 3,964 to 4,017.
Private school data are not systematically collected by ACTFL or any other national agency and can only be estimated. A 1993-94 survey of 4,400 private schools conducted by June Hall and Ed Phinney under the auspices of the National Committee for Latin and Greek and the National Latin Exam Committee reported over 45,000 Latin students enrolled in grades K-12. The response rate to the survey was low (about 25%), however, and the actual numbers are doubtless considerably--possibly as much as two to three times--higher. The results of a survey of over 24,000 1994 graduates from a representative sampling of 340 public and private high schools around the country showed that, while 3.6% of public school students had studied Latin at some point in grades 9-12, 5.8% of Catholic school students and 21.1% of private secular school students had done so (Finn, esp. app., 
://www.gbt.org/>, which offers Latin courses by Wesley Callihan, WCall@turbonet.com).
Secondary school Greek enrollments continue to be very low, though the numbers reported by ACTFL did increase from 255 in 1990 to 928 in 1994 (see Davis 47); again the figures are for public schools only, excluding the Association of Classical and Christian Schools and thousands of other private schools around the country. As indicated in a previous analysis (LaFleur, "Enrollments"), the 1990 ACTFL public secondary school figure was itself clearly low, since 934 students participated in ACL's National Greek Exam that year, including 345 public secondary school students and 442 in private schools, as well as 147 in colleges). As seen in table 2, National Greek Exam participation rates varied little throughout the 1990s, remaining in the 800-1,000 range.
The Middle Schools, Grades 7 and 8
Middle school Latin enrollments, which increased 55.2% between 1985 and 1990, from 12,179 to 18,897, rose by another 34.1% to 25,349 in 1994. Even these figures may be low, because of inconsistencies in the reporting of traditional Latin 1 and 2 numbers versus (more often underreported) Latin exploratory courses. The rapid growth of middle school Latin is due in significant measure to the proliferation of excellent new classroom materials and texts aimed at this age group (such as The Cambridge Latin Course, Ecce Romani, First Latin, Latin Is Fun, Phenomenon of Language, and Salvete; see Osburn), the efforts of professional groups (including the Natl. Committee for Latin and Greek and ACL's Task Force on Latin in the Middle Schools), and the carryover of interest from Latin in grades K-6, which has also grown dramatically over the past decade (see below and table 1). Other factors affecting enrollments in K-8 are inclusion of Latin as a requirement in the Edison Project curriculum for grades 6-8 and adoption of the Alexandria Project curriculum by many Montessori schools in grades 4-8.
Combined Latin enrollments in grades 7-12 totaled 214,182 for 1994, up 17.2% from 182,820 in 1990, compared with only a 3.9% increase in the grades 7-12 enrollment from 1990 to 1994 for all foreign languages combined (Draper and Hicks 303) . Again, it should be noted that these ACTFL figures include public schools only; private school data would boost the number considerably. Of all students enrolled in foreign language classes, grades 7-12, in fall 1994, 3.5% were studying Latin, following only German with 6.1%, French with 22.3%, and Spanish with 64.5%.
The Elementary Schools, Grades K-6
Following a steady rise is FLES programs (Foreign Language in the Elementary Schools), ACTFL first gathered and reported statistics for grades K-6 in its 1990 survey (Draper; LaFleur, "Enrollments") . For that survey twenty-two states reported that 548,000 (4.2%) of their 12.9 million elementary school youngsters were receiving foreign language instruction, including 2,001 students enrolled in Latin as reported by only four states (MN, NY, SC, WI). For the 1994 survey twenty-four states indicated that 5% of their 13.6 million K-6 students were taking foreign language. A total of 4,265 K-6 pupils were reported to be studying Latin, a 113% increase over 1990, with only seven states responding: California (123 students), Kentucky (267), Louisiana (12), Maryland (1,355), Missouri (519), New York (1,921), and Ohio (68). While it is gratifying to note the dramatic increases for Latin both in raw numbers and percentages, it is clear that once again, with only twenty-four states responding altogether, the figures are grossly underreported for all languages.
For Latin, as noted in a previous analysis (LaFleur, "Enrollments"), the data are especially susceptible to underreporting, since FLES Latin is very often taught as part of the language arts curriculum, with the result that enrollments are frequently not recorded at all. In an informal survey conducted in 1997, I was easily able to identify FLES Latin programs in public schools in fourteen states not accounted for in the ACTFL survey, including, for example, Pennsylvania, where approximately 8,000 elementary school youngsters were receiving Latin instruction from itinerant teachers with the materials first developed by Rudolph Masciantonio in the 1970s (see Polsky) .
Certainly FLES Latin continues to rise, again as a result of the publication of new texts and classroom resources, growing popular interest, and the successful efforts of professional organizations--especially ACL, with its Elementary Teachers of Classics group, their Classics Teaching Packets and recently revived newsletter Prima, the Task Force on Latin in the Elementary Schools, and the publicity packets, exemplary programs materials, and textbook database developed by the National Committee for Latin and Greek. Again, from information directly received from individual schools and districts in states that did not respond to ACTFL and from sales of 335 1961 9,246,925 695,297 7.5 1962 9,891,185 702,135 7.1 1963 10,750,081 680,234 6.3 1964 11,075,343 590,047 5.3 1965 11,611,197 
